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The Big Picture:

China Under Xi and What It Means fo
the US-Taiwan-China Relations
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As Xi Jinping has consolidated his power in China, he has also initiated increasingly aggressive
policies abroad, including the One Belt-One Road plan, the militarization of the South China
Sea, and ever greater pressure directed against Taiwan. In response, U.S. policy under
President Trump toward both China and Taiwan has been erratic and contradictory. On the one
hand, U.S. support for Taiwan, both political and and bureaucratic, including concrete measures
to bolster our relationship is unprecedented. On the other hand, Trump has often undermined
this support in pursuit of an illusory “friendship” with Xi Jinping. As a result, if “push comes to
shove,” it is by no means clear Taiwan can rely on the Unite States.
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